Uterine artery embolization to treat hemorrhage following second-trimester abortion by dilatation and surgical evacuation.
This study was conducted to review cases of second-trimester postabortal hemorrhage (PAH) occurring at a private women's health facility that were treated with uterine artery embolization (UAE). A retrospective review was conducted on all second-trimester terminations performed at a private women's health facility between 1999 and 2006. Cases of PAH treated with UAE were reviewed in detail, reviewing progress, operative and discharge notes along with anesthesia records. Fifteen cases of PAH were identified among 3936 second-trimester terminations that were performed. Seven cases were identified in which UAE was used to treat PAH. Etiologies leading to hemorrhage varied in the seven cases as did the presence of coexisting factors such as infection and anatomic lesions. All cases were successfully treated by UAE, requiring no additional surgical intervention. Given the success of embolization, we offer this as an alternative to exploratory surgery and hysterectomy and as a first-line approach in cases of PAH after conservative management strategies have failed.